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for voice and ensemble

Text after Marion Robinson
(from Mass Observation Archive 12 July 1937)
and William Blake

voice (mezzo-soprano)
flute (doubling piccolo)
clarinet (doubling bass clarinet)
electric guitar
piano or keyboard
cello

scorein C

Duration: 5 mins



Sky Rhythms (2022)

This song was written for the Orchestra of Sound and Light's South Downs Songbook project
(funded by the Arts Council England for touring to venues including colleges and universities
in June 2022). Also in the first version of the songbook were compositions by Shirley
Thompson, Evelyn Ficarra and Rowland Sutherland.

The South Downs Songbook project commissioned a series of works from composers that
formed a diverse creative response to the environment of the South Downs National Park.
Contributions also came from students and pupils in selected Sussex secondary schools
where workshops took place. Free digital resources were developed to support composing
in response to the South Downs by a broad range of pupils across the region. Composers
were free to take text, poems, images, films and other materials as starting points for their
work. We chose an ensemble that recalls Pierrot Lunaire by Schoenberg (one of the
formative modern music line-ups) but is updated and varied with the inclusion of electric
guitar and contemporary technologies (e.g. samples/guitar pedals).

In this piece, | selected words written by Marion Robinson for the Mass Observation
Archive, on one of the first 'Day Surveys' (12 July 1937). Marion Robinson was a resident
near Felpham, West Sussex, in the 1930s. Marion writes about everyday life, her political
views and the way in which proximity to the South Downs raises her spirits. She also
mentions the fact that William Blake lived in Felpham (in 1800-1803) and speculates that
certain visual rhythms in his work from that period were influenced by the unique and
beautiful effects of light and cloud over the Downs.

My thanks to Arts Council England, Create Music, West Sussex Music, South Downs National
Park Authority, the Mass Observation Archive at Sussex University, Duncan Mackrill, Peter
Davison, Jo Hatton (BHASVIC), John Sims (ESAM), Kym East (Hastings Academy), the
students, composer colleagues, the musicians of the Orchestra of Sound and Light, and Liz
Webb, for their support and interest in this project.

For further information about the South Downs Songbook, please see
https://www.orchsoundlight.org/southdownssongbook

Ed Hughes
31.3.2022
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